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DOMESTICK MISSIONARIES. 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE-89.) 

In order to show what the real design of the do- 
mestick Missionary. institution is, a few facts should 
be clearly stated. In the town of Providence, eleven 
Ministers are regularly employed to preach on the 
Sabbath. Of these, two are Arminian Baptist ; two 
Calvinistie Baptist ; two Hopkintonian ; one Episco- 
palian ; one Arminian Congregationalist ; one Meth- 
odist; one Unitarian Congregatidnalist ; and one 
Universalist. Besides these, there is a Society of 
Friends, with one or more speakers. These Minis- 
ters can conveniently deliver lectures at any part of 
the town, for the accommodation of those who are 
not able to attend at aregular place of appointment 
on the Sabbath : so that the labours of a missionary, 
holding the sentiments of any of the above named, is 
not only unnecessary, but a foul reproach upon the 
minister of the same faith. It would strongly .indi- 
cate that he was too lazy to attend to the duties of 
his calling ! and if so, he ought to be dismissed, and 
some one, more faithful, called to supply the vacan- 
cy. We are aware that the Rev. Professor of Brown 
University, who, we are informed, is of the same 
faith with this missionary, is necessarily too much 
employed in his duties at College, to devote any 
considerable time to the business of preaching from 
house to house : But this is not the case with the 
other settled minister in this place, embracing and 
teaching the same sentiments. He is a gentleman, 
and we trust, a conscientious christian : nor do we 
believe that he can be justly reproached with indo- 
lence. The labours, therefore, of this missionary, are 
an unmerited stain upon his character. 

The introduction of this missionary is an act of fla- 
grant injustice towards the minister of the Pacific 
Congregation in this town! For it is generally un- 
derstood that his congregation are not able to give 
him a fair compensation for his services ; and that 
nearly one half of his support is the charitable dona- 
tion of some private gentlemen living about forty 
miles distant from this place. Now, it cannot be 
pretended that the labours of this young missionary 
are attended with no expense ; for this is impossible. 
Five dollars per week, and board, is said to be the 
' compensation which he receives; making, at the 
lowest estimate, seven dollars per week, or three hun- 
dred and sixty-five dollars per year. Add.this sum 
@ to that which they at present give their minister, and 

_ he would be furnished with a competent support, , 


|without being dependent upon the charity of his: 
friends abroad. 

We should now turn our attention to the condition 
of those families. who are the subjects of these mis- 
sionary labours. If they are ina condition to have 
meetings at- their houses, they cannot be entirely 
destitute of clothing : And we may fairly conclude, 
that with the sum of rourTgEN pottars (two weeks 
hire of the missionary) added to the means already 
within their power, each family of this description 
might be enabled to attend publick worship, de- 
cently clad ; and that too, for siz months or a year : 
whereas, they can hear but a few discourses by the 
means at present employed. By such a donation, 
twenty-six families might be steadily enabled to:at- 
tend the ministry of the word at the stated places of 
worship on the Sabbath for a long time ; and for the 
same sum which is required to support the missiona- 
ry for one year. Should it now be said, there is a 
greater number of families of this description than 
the above calculation supposes, we subjoin, other 
denominations would be willing to unite in the be- 
nevolent exertion of enabling them to attend publick 
worship, provided they were left at liberty to attend 
such meetings as they choose, after they were provi- 
ded with the necessary means. Such a course, how- 
ever, would evidently defeat the design of these 
missionary labours : For it is the creeds and dogmas 
of a particular sect, which are to be inculcated by 
these youth, who are sent forth to extend the influ- 
ence and popularity of those who arrogate to them- 
selves the title of orthodoxy. 

Influence may be termed wealth, and wealth is 
power. The modern panders of missionary institu- 
tions, at least, the most of them, have for many years 
been seeking to extend their power over every lite- 
rary institution of our country, the better to com- 
mand the respect and veneration of the multitude. 
This, once secured, and an effectual means is ob- 
tained, of biasing, and finally dictating the counsels 
of the nation ! And what means can be so profitably 
employed, as that now under consideration, to effect 
the object ? 

Young men, educated in these seminaries, and train- 
ed to the wishes of their instructors, may doubtless 
be rendered the most efficient instruments in bring- 
ing about a revolution, at once the most hostile and 
destructive to our civil and religious liberties.— 
‘* Whoso readeth, let him understand !” 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


HOPE. 

Hope is the only prop of the soul. It is the boon 
of heaven to man, and serves as a faithful pilot, to 
guide him through the mazes of life, and as a buoy 
to prevent his sinking in the gulf of despair, or be- 
ing overwhelmed in the disastrous Ocean of life. 
Its birth is coeval with the dawn of rational exis- 





| tence. Although man is subjected to vanity, to’ tyi- 





als and disappointments, although he is surrounde® 
with innumerable difficulties and perils, and although 

his life is a perpetual scene of jeopardy and afflic- 
tion, yet, hope, whose habitation is in the heart, points 
to a haven of rest, and Whispers peace and unalloyed 

enjoyment. Hope smiles when despair broods over 

the mind, and brightens with every disappointment. 

It attends us through every vicissitude of life. in 

childhood it amuses us, in youth it encourages and 

animates, in manhood it promises greater prefer- 

ments and more eminent distinctions, and in the 

declivity of life, it strengthens and supports ; nor 
does it wane with the decline of existence. In the 
dark hour of dissolution, when the sun of life is fast 
disappearing, and the genial current congeals, as it 
faintly finds its latent avenues, then, hope, with ra- 

diant finger, points the fluttering spirit to beatifick 

joys in realms of everlasting light and love. 

J. HB. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE: 
Rev. Mr. PicKERING, 

In addressing you a second time, tn review of the 
several disputed points connected with the subject 
of a future punishment, I feel myself under a para- 
mount obligation to avoid any remark, expressive of 
feelings which naturally arise from some parts of 
your reply to my former communication. It is un- 
necessary to premise that these inquiries do not 
come in the form of “an assailant ;” their object 
simply is to elicit truth, and I presume that opinions, 
honestly given, however in your estimation at Vari- 
ance with themselves, or with reason; will be con- 
sidered as having a fair claim to that respect, which 
universalists so laudably-claim for their own. 

I am not without suspicions, that if there are any 
interested in a controversy of this nature, I may be 
considered by such, as one of that description of ad- 
vocates, who, by injudicious management, injure the 
cause they attempt to defend ; under this considera- 
tion, my inexperience affords me a double claim on 
your charity, as this is not a contest for argument, 
but for principle: Whatever errors in argument, 
therefore, occur, will not be considered as an evi- 
dence of the weakness of the cause, but of its advo- 
cate. 

The opinion advanced by me, that fear prevents 
the commission of crimes, and which seems to have 
excited some feeling, would not probably be consid- 
ered by many as a new doctrine, or one that could 
be subject to ridicule ; I am so far, therefore, from 
admitting the conclusions which you have drawn 
from these premises that it becomes me in candour 
to confess, in‘my estimation, gratitude and love have 
a strong connexion with moral virtue, that the good- 
ness of God may lead to repentance, that the love of 
the Deity to his creatures, should be the first cause 
of their devotion : nevertheless, Sir, I do not per- 
ceive, as far as my observation extends, that all these 
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inducements to-d> sood, have the general effect to 
prevent.a commission of sin, for although love may 
in Many instances, excite to virtue, it does not fol- 
low of necéssity, as « -nere consequence of this, that 
fear (which you admit to be the strongest passion) may 
not prevent crimes, we must take human nature with 
all its frailties, as we find it ; it is far more difficult to 
resist a propensity to evil, than a desire to do good ; 
your book of statutes is crowded with laws, your cit- 
ies and communities are crowded with magistrates, 
and power and authority are displayed on every side, 
for the avowed purpose of detecting and punishing 
crimes ; in short, the whole ingenuity of statesmen 
has been directed to this point, above all others, and 
it has been seen, that this passion must be excited, 
before men will refrain from violating the laws of 
God and man. 

From the absence of any formidable objection to 
these sentiments, I presume I am to consider those 
advanced by you as merely retaliative, and not de- 
manding very serious consideration ; under any view, 
however, they were not probably deemed of suffi- 
cient weight to cause a disbelief in the truth of the 
prevailing doctrines; as mere objections to one 
creed cannot establish the truth of another. 

It will readily be admitted that the greatest part of 
Christendom, whether from prejudice, or education, 
or from any other reason, honestly believe in a future 
punishment ; all denominations, with the exception 
of your own, however they may be at variance on 
ether points, are united on this ; a comparative small 
number of this vast multitude can say with confi- 
dence that they have sufficiently suffered for disobe- 
dience to their Creator : to many of such, however, 
a belief in a limited future punishment might not be 
deemed by them as incompatible with a profession 
of christianity, but you will pardon me ifI do not 
discover any remarkable degree of consistency, in a 
creed, which establishes, as a fundamental principle, 
that all men are punished in the present life to the ut- 
most extent for their crimes, while it supposes differ- 
ent degrees of enjoyment for them hereafter. - It is 
this belief in a distant retribution which suggested 
your query whether the doctrine we advocate does 
not virtually give a license to sin with impunity ; 
there are doubtless many who honestly believe this, 
but it is worthy of remark that the believer in a ret- 
ribution hereafter, is as sensible of the effect of 
crime, asthe Universalist: they are both equally 
convinced that the wicked are like the troubled 
‘waters, and that under parallel circumstances, con- 
science is as arbitrary in one bosom as in another.— 
The believer in future punishment knows the salu- 
tary effect of that monitor, which warns us to avoid 
evil, and reproaches us, with that we have commit- 
ted ; disclaiming then, as you do, Sir, the licentious 


_ tendency of your own tenets, I submit to you, wheth- 


er the same charge can be fairly fixed on us, who 
are equally sensible with yourself of all the conse- 
quent misery of sin,—who believe in all the punish- 
ment, in which you believe, with the addition of 
even a future retribution, for those who die impen- 
itent. 

The suggestion also, that the various cruelties and 


persecutions, which have taken place in christ¢ndom, | 
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in past ages, should be considered as a consequence 
of a belief in punishment hereafter, appears unjust. 
The history of nations, is a history of fraud, ambition 
and crime : the annals of every country, afford abun- 
dant evidence of this, and no.selection of enormities, 


peculiar to any portion of the civilized world, can | 


justly be specified, as characteristic of a system, 
which all. nations, under some form or other, have 
adopted, and indeed, which seems co-extensive, with 
a belief in a future existence. 

It is remarkable that the important moral and 
physical consequences of the second advent, to 
which I emphatically drew your attention, should 
have escaped material notice : if the concurrent tes- 
timony of the inspired writers and the generally re- 
ceived impressions, of the enlightened of all ages are 
to be superseded by a few mysterious and fugitive 
texts, abstracted from their native position, or other- 
wise, into what a labyrinth may we not become in- 
volved ? to what absurdity may we not be reduced ? 
No, Sir, the landmark to which I adverted remains 
firm and immoveable.—The mind cannot be made to 
conceive, that the second advent of Christ is to pro- 
duce no effect, as it regards rewards and punish- 
ments, that did not exist before ; and I am yet to 
learn that the consciences of men at the present day, 
are more or less arbitrary, than at that interesting 
period, when Pilate cleansed his hands from the 
blood of the Saviour, or when the proud Agrippa 
bent beneath the powerful eloquence of Paul. 

The foregoing being merely in review, permit me 
to propose afew queries for your consideration. 

Did not the Saviour, at his last interview with the 
apostles, break bread before them, and intimate a 
desire that they should occasionally partake of that 
sacrament until he came ? 

Does the new Testament offer any evidence, that 
this ordinance was required by him, after the second 
coming should have taken place ? 

If the second advent is past, upon what principle 
of duty do you administer a sacrament which was 
only required as a commemoration of his death and 
the necessity of which was to be done away by his 
second appearance ? 

Is there less virtue in disobeying than exceeding 
the commands of the Saviour ? 


POLEMIKOS, 


a 


APOCALYPTIC VISION, 
In reply to “ A Subscriber.” 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 90.) 

In looking over the preceding context of Rev. v. 
13, St. John informs us that he “saw in the right 
hand of him that sat on the throne, a book, written 
within and on the back side, sealed with seven 
seals.” And when the demand was made by the 
angel, **Who is worthy to open the book, and to 
loose the seals thereof’? None was found among 
all the sons of men, either in heaven, or on earth, or 
under the earth, that was equal to this great work, 
or even to look thereon ! On this occasion, the Rev- 
alatee wept much: But the torrent of his grief was 
assuaged, when “one of the elders said unto him, 
Weep not : behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, 





and to loose the seven seals thereof.” And looking, 
he beheld, in the midst of the four ving creatures,* 
and in the midst of the elders, stood a LAMB, as it 
had been Slain! This Lamb had preyailed to open 
the Book, and now its all-important contents were 
disclosed, which alluded to the prosperity of the Sa- 
viour’s kingdom, and the future destiny of the hu- 
man race. When the seals of this Book were open- 
ed, the New Song of redemption was sung ; recog- 
nising the blood of the Lamb as the means by which 
they (the then joyful worshippers) were made kings 
and priests unto God ; and embracing their spiritual 
reign with Christ on the earth, in the confirmation of 
his gospel ; and as participants of the glory which he 
received of his FATHER, as a faithful Messenger of 
truth. At the opening of these-seals, the apostle 
was rapt into the prophetic vision of future times, 
and of future glory, and heard the acclamations. of 
“ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands ; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing.”’ After this, he beheld and heard every 
creature bursting forth in peals of unbounded ap- 
plause, in honour of him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and in praise of the Lamb! Let the reader be care- 
ful to notice, that the praise and worship here repre- 
sented in the vision, was not an event which trans- 
pired before, but after the seven seals were opened : 
For in the 5th verse, one of the elders declares to John 
that the Lion of the tribe of Juda had prevailed to 
open the Book, and to loose the seven seals thereof : 
And by reason of this being accomplished in the vis- 
ion, a disclosure of the consequences very properly 
followed ; which was that of the whole intelligent 
universe joining to celebrate the praise of God and 
the Lamb ! 

After thus giving a comprehensive view of what 
was most important to man in this glorious vision, 
St. John descends to particulars, and acquaints us 
with what transpired at the opening of each seal, 
separately. Thus, at the opening of the first seal, 
he saw a white horse, and he that sat upon him had 
a bow: and a crown was given him and he went 
forth conquering, and to conquer. At the opening 
of the second seal, he beheld a red horse, and the rider 
had power to take peace from the earth. At the 
opening of the third seal, he beheld a black horse, and 
the rider, who had a pair ‘of balances in his hand, 
was charged against hurting the oil or the wine. At 
the opening of the fourth seal, he saw a pale horse, 
whose rider was death, and hell (hades) or the grave 
followed with him. On opening the fifth seal, he 
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain 
for the word of God, and for the testimony which 
they held. When the sixth- seal was opened a se- 
ries Of wonders were disclosed ; signified by the 
convulsions of an earthquake—the darkening of the 
sun and moon—the removal of mountains and hills 
—the falling of stars—the fearful consternation of 
kings and great men; of bondmen and free ; and 
the coming of the wrath of him that sat upon the 
throne, and of the Lamb ; which day is déclared to 


*Zaa should be rendered living creatures, and not 








the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, beasts. 
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the opening of the sixth seal. Rev. =a 
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come at 
chap. i ; 
When. the seventh and last seal was opened to St. 
John, in vision, the seven angels, with seven trumpets, 
prepared to sound. Many astonishing events were 
' disclosed under the sound of the first six of these 
trumpets: But under the seventh and /ast trumpet, 
is embraced the closé of time, and the. finishing of the 
mystery of God, as he had declared to his servants 
the prophets; when the kingdoms of this world 
were to become the Aingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ. Under this trumpet, the seven vials, full 
of the seven last plagues, in which is filled up the 
wrath of God, were represented to John as being 
poured out upon the earth : all nations were to come 
and worship before God: God was to dwell with 
them and be their God; he was to wipe all tears 
from their eyes, and there was to be no mere death, 
neither sorrow nor erying, neither was there to be any 
more pain. 

Now, if all these great events (and many others 
which are noted by St. John, as taking place at the 
opening of the seven seals) have already transpired, 
the Universalists are mistaken in supposing that the 
vision of St. John related to the future displays of 
the power, glory, and grace of the Messiah, and his 
being crowned with the joyful acclamations of the 
whole intelligent creation : But if these events have 
not yet taken place, (and no man in the exercise of 
his reason will plead that they have,) the interpre- 
tation of Doctor Edwards must be abandoned for- 
ever, as destitute of any solid foundation. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
THE DIVINE WISDOM AND GOODNESS. 


Is there any created intelligent being, who would 
hesitate to assent to the proposition that God is 
good >? Whose soul has never been warmed with the 
celestial principle of love, nor swollen with gratitude 
for the manifold tokens of mercy and goodness it has 
enjoyed from the benignity of its omnifiic original ' 
If, inthe wide and unbounded hemisphere of crea- 
tion that disconsolate being could be found, who 

*vould reject and withhold his assent to the propo- 
sition that God is good, to him I would say, child of 
mortality and wo, no longer travel the vale of des- 


pondency, nor grope thy way through the labyrinth | ‘ 


of darkness, alienation and despair, but pause, and 
with thyself thus seriously reflect: What am I? 
and by what mysterious power was this majestick 
form reared from the dormant dust ? Whence all this 
astonishing configuration, this variety and yet har- 
mony of parts ; this utility, and yet beauty and sym- 
metry of proportion ? Whence originates those sym- 
pathies, those ardent desires of the soul? And by 
whom were all those latent avenues of enjoyment, 
which lead to the seat of affection, so harmoniously 
disposed, as to afford a continual succession of de- 
lightful gratification and satisfaction ? Must not that 
- power which could thus arrange and set in motion, 
inert and dormant particles of matter ; and that mys- 
terious being whose word is life, and whose all-in- 
_ Spiring breath awoke the slumbering dust, from mute 
; unconsciousness, to feeling sensibility, to animated 
being, to activity and life, be both supremely wise 





and infinitely good ? Came I not forth from his om- | favour of every doctrine, or every dream which cor- 


nifick hand, and am. I not, even at this moment, 
leanmg for support upon his outstretched arm ? Are 
not those pleasing objects which all around display 
their charms to gratify the soul, testimonies of the 
benevolence, wisdom, power, and goodness, of their 
divine Awruor ? And shall I, who am thus wonder- 
fully formed by a benevolent hand, and surrounded 
by every object that would contribute to increase 
the enjoyments of life, refuse to assent. to the good- 
ness and wisdom of him, by whose tender mercy I 
am permitted to inhale the vital principle of life and 
to anticipate fullness of joy, beyond the confines of 
mortality ! J. H. B. 


MORNING. 


O God, to thee, we lift our morning pray’r, 
With thankful hearts, thy goodness to declare ; 
Implore thy spirit on our hearts this day, 

Thy wisdom, love, and grace, to guide our way. 


Give us the humble mind, the grateful heart, 
Nor let our souls, thy precepts pure, depart ; 
Let no temptations force us from the road 

That leads to virtue’s humble, bless’d abode. 


May gen’rous pity, pray’r and love combin’d, 
Possess the spacious temple of the mind : 
May pure religion fill our hearts with zeal, 
And teach our souls for others’ woes to feel. 


O, may our hearts be active, with our hands, 
To search, love, and obey thy great commands ; 
To shed the light of pure example round, 

And in thy favour richly to abound. 


Give us the food we need, to fill the mind, 
And let our souls to virtue be inclin’d : 
Let ev’ry human being feel thy love, 

To raise their hearts in gratitude above. 


When time shall cease, and nature be decay’d, 
And man’s frail honours in the dust are laid ; 
Wake ts, O God! to angel’s sweeter lays, 


With all creation, in thy boundless praise ! D. 


ee 


SELECTIONS. 











RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE. 





I have always thought the best constituted church | 
in the world to be that, which forms and produces 
the most religious and most rational members.— 
Churches are place’ where men are, or should be, | 
taught the love of God and of virtue ; and when | 
people have been long used to perform divine disci- | 
pline, and, as they imagine, receive instruction in | 
moral and evangelical duties, in these stately fab- | 
ricks, they generally conceive a deep reverence for | 
the buildings themselves, and for every thing that is | 
said in them, as well as a great opinion of the wis- 
dom and sanctity of the teachers, who preside there’: 
they esteem them as persons sent by God himself, 
to deliver a message from his own mouth ; for which 
also they have often the word of the preacher. . No 
small reason to many for believing it ! 

So that here is an uncontrolable prepossession in 





rupt priests shall think fit to deliver. And indeed 


many of the clergy have never failed to make their 
advantage of this superstitious awe and credulity of 
their hearers ; and to sanctify every falsehood, and 
every whimsey and impiety uttered by them, with a 
misapplied or perverted text of scripture ; and so 
prostituted and profaned the high and holy name of 
God, to patronize their impostures. This and many 
absurdities, equally vile and impudent, have been 
blasphemously fathered upon scripture, and the au- 


théf of scripture; though they all contradict the 
scripture, as well as they do commop,sense and com- 


mon honesty. But as the vulgar always take that to 
be the highest point of religion, about which their 
teachers make the most noise, for the time being ; 
so vicious and corrupt clergymen, on their part, have 
always tacked the name of God, or which is huch 
more powerful with the mob, the name of the 
church, to any assertion, or any claim, or any inven- 
tion of theirs, be it ever so monstrous or mischiev- 
ous ; and instantly it becomes, with weak people, 
an article of faith upon which salvation itself de- 
pends. For, as it is their first care, to force a testi- 
mony from heaven for every whim, or forgery of 
theirs ; so their next concern is, to make every con- 
tradiction and opposition to it, damnable. 

Hence it comes to pass, that the same virtues are 
not of the same importance at all times ; but virtues 
are made vices, and vice is made virtue, just as the 
present temper, or present views prevail : and by 
corrupt clergy, things are often taught under the 
name of christianity which are directly opposite to 
the nature of christianity: Religion is pretended, 
and power meant. In consequence of this, duty is 
converted into sin, and sin into duty. Thus, the 
worshipping of God according to one’s conscience, 
without. which there can be no worship, is made by 
such clergymen a damnable sin ; and the not wor- 
shipping the table in the chancel, though in opposi- 
tion to one’s conscience, is as bad. Sometimes the 
resisting of unlawful power, is certain damnation ; 
and sometimes the not rebelling against the most 
lawful power, has the same penalty annexed to it. 


: To doubt or deny their uncharitable, unintelligible 


explanations of mystery, which cannot be explained, 
is the most heinous atheism. 

Such men do not pretend to teach their people 
the meckness of christianity : No! their zeal is an- 
ger, and their religion cruelty. That fierceness 
which is inconsistent with the spirit of a christian, is 
to be the certain criterion of one whom they call a 
true christian ; and that mercy which is inseparable 
from the.gospel, is inconsistent with the temper of 
their votaries : they are not taught to be christians, 
which would spoil the project, but vassals ; and in- 
stead of an army of martyrs, they are to be made an 
army of martyr-makers. Nor is any portion of 
knowledge fit for them ; for that might endanger 
the loss of their vassalage ; and the teaching them 
to know for themselves, might extinguish their zeal, 
and entirely change their beliefand behaviour. The 
people, in short, are taught by such guides, to. be 
ignorant, and to let others know for them; they. 
must give up common sense to learn their duty ; and 


abandon christianity, without which they cannot haye 
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the grace of God, to embrace rigid conformity, 
which is neither a sign, ora cause of that grace, but 
often a bar and a contradiction to it. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


THE BIBLE. 

The following pertinent lines were written by the 
Rev. A. B. on a blank leaf of a Bible which he 
presented to his daughter on her marriage with 
Dr. E. S. 


To cheer a wretched world with holy light, 
From error’s path the wand’rer to invite ; 

To banish folly from the youthful mind, 

To bid the sufferer become resign’d : 

To plant each sweet affection in the heart, 

And every gracious principle impart : 

The penitent offender to forgive, 

And bid the guilty, hopeless sinner, live— 

To show us where our only refuge lies, 

And elevate our hopes above the skies : 

To soothe our passage through this vale of wo, 
And grace and future glory to bestow— 

For this, my dear, was the blest volume giv’n, 
Our guide to peace, to purity, and heaven. 
Receive the gift descended from above, 

The pledge, my daughter, of a-father’s love. 
Would you be wise, its kind instruction hear 
And read and meditate with heart sincere : 
Would you be holy, from its precepts draw, 
The living morals of a perfect law : 

Would you be lovely ? from the Saviour seek, 
All that is generous, tender, mild, and meek. 
Would you be happy ?’ to the promise fly, 

And on its truth immutably rely. 

May heaven all gracious all your steps direct, 
From every specious snare your youth protect ; 
Through every scene of life be still your guide, 
And o’er your thoughts incessantly preside : 
Thus grow in years, in wisdom’s ways increase, 
And you shall find them pleasantness and. peace. 


ADVICR TO FEMALES.—No. 8. 

As the way of a man who walketh, yet knoweth 
not whither he is going, so is the discourse of one 
who weigheth not his words. 

Before thou openest thy lips to speak, reflect 
whether thou knowest the truth of what thou art 
about to say, or understandest the matter thereof, 
else thou mayest be detected in a falsehood, and thy 
assertions may be an impeachment to thy under- 
standing. 

So shall the stranger, and thy acquaintance, re- 
peat thy words to thy disadvantage ; the sincere 
will despise thee, and the wiser than thou, laugh 
thy folly to scorn. 

Let thy promises be few, and such as thou canst 
perform, lest thou art reduced to break thy word, 
and it be hereafter reckoned of no account. 

Be not less circumspect over thy actions; for the 
sayings of thy mouth may be forgotten; but the 
work of thine hands will make a deeper impression, 
and may be lasting causes of remorse. 

Consider what thou art about to do, before thou 
beginnest thy work, lest thou labour in vai the 
fruit of thy endeavours turn to no end. 





Weigh thy strength and thy design, lest thou 
faint under thy burden and fall short of thy expected 
recompense. 

Examine the price of thy labour, the consequence 
of thy deeds ; lest, when thou hast finished thy task, 
thou art dissatisfied with thy wages. 

For the consequence of precipitancy is repent- 
ance at leisure. 

The price of folly is reproach, and the “ wages of 
sin 7s death.” 

THE SABBATH. 

‘‘Tam not (says a writer of much celebrity) an 
advocate for the severity of the Jewish, or morose- 
ness of a puritanical Sabbath. I am likewise far from 
inferring that a// those who neglect a strict observ- 
ance of Sunday, are*remiss in the performance of 
their other duties: But, I will venture to affirm, 
that all whom I have remarked, conscientiously to 
observe this day from right motives, have been uni- 
formly attentive to their general conduct. It has 
been the opinion of many wise and good men, that 
christianity will stand or fall as this day is neglected 
or observed. Sunday seems to be a kind of christ- 
ian palladium, and the city of God will never be to- 
tally taken, by the enemy, till its observance be 
quite lost.” 


SLANDER. 

Among the number of vices to which human na- 
ture is liable, a very pernicious one is that of slander 
or defamation ; if the most trivial report unfavourable 
to a person’s reputation be raised, it will fly with 
the rapidity of lightning ; the celerity of its course is 
not, however, the most important consequence ; like 
a whirl-wind, it draws into its vortex a variety of 
improbable, and sometimes even impossible circum- 
stances, that mcreases its force, One person relates 
it to another with a little addition, the second to a 
third with something more, and sown. How unfair is | 
this, how ungenerous, how different from St. Paul’s | 
ideas, when he says of Charity, that it thinketh no 
evil. How diametrically opposite to this ordinance | 
of our blessed Saviour, ‘* All things whatsoever ve | 
would that men should do to you, do ye even unto 
them ?” How does this conduct break the ninth 
commandment ! 

ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Not long since, two clergymen, the one a Univer- 
salist, the other a Baptist, were engaged in conversa- 
tion together. The Baptist maintained, that the 
word ‘‘all,” when used in scripture, as applying to 
the atonement, salvation, &c. meant the elect and not 
the whole. Then you maintain, says the Universal- 
ist, that ‘ail’? means the ‘‘elect ;” and the “elect” 
means ‘‘all ?”” Well, says the Universalist, do you 
ever preach that “all” will be saved? No! I hope 
not indeed! “Why ;—you believe the “elec?” will 
be saved? Yes. And that the “elect” means “all? 
Fdo. Then why do you not, sometimes at east, 
use the scriptural form, and vary your language, by 
affirming that ‘‘all’ willbe saved? Because, says 





the Baptist, if J should say so my hearers would call 
me a Universalist /—Then you dare not_ use serip- 
4ure language, for fear of being rightly. named ? Now 


we agree in this, that the-“‘elect” includes “all” and 
that “all” means the “elect,” and here is'the only 
difference between us ; we both believe alike, but 
you preach that the “elect” will be saved, and I 
preach, “all” will be saved. I never believed that 
more than all would ever be saved, and you believe 
in as much; yet you dare not use scriptural. lan- 
guage, for fear of being set down as a Universalist. 
Christian Intelligencer. 


OCP Reply to ** Polemikos,” in our next. 
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MARRIED; 

In Pawtucket, on Wednesday morning, by Rev. 
Mr. Benedict, Mr. John Coggeshall, to Miss Louisa 
Jenckes, both of that place. — . 

In Seekonk, Mr. Walter C. Helme, of Smithfield, 
to Miss Mary-Ann Merrill, of the former place. - 


DIED; 

In this town, 2d inst. John Roderick, son of Capt. 
Christopher Roderick, in his 15th year. 

On 7th inst. Mrs. Lydia Ross, wife of Mr. Sanford 
Ross, in her 50th year. 

On Tuesday evening last, Mrs. Sarah 8. Holbrook, 
widow of the late Mr. Abel Holbrook, in her 37th 
year, 

At Gualan,’in Spanish America, on the 11th of 
October last, Mr. Henry Larned, son of William 
Larned, Esq. of this town, in his 35d year. 

In Portland, Me. on the 23d ultimo, Mrs. CLAR- 
INDA STREETER, consort of the Editor of the 
Christian Intelligencer, after a distressing illness of 
46 days, aged 30 years, 5 months, and 17 days. Du- 
ring: the whole of her illness, Mrs. S. retained the 
full exercise of her mental powers, and manifested 
the most untiring patience, unshaken fortitude, and 
consistent resignation. . As often as inquired of, she 
was able to xpress her confidence in the wisdom, 














' benevolence, and perfection of the divine ‘adminis- 


tration. To her apprehensions, Death was wholly 
disarmed of his terrors. Though one of the ‘most 
tender and faithful mothers, she resigned two daugh- 
ters and four sons, into the hands of a merciful and 
all-pervading Providence, without reluctance, or 
even anxious concern. Tenderly beloved as she 
was, by her relations and intimate friends, and high- 
ly esteemed by a numerous circle of acquaintances, 
no labored portraiture of character is necessary to 
perpetuate the remembrance of her amiableness, her 
virtues, and her worth. She, “being dead, yet 
speaketh.” 

The following expression of heartfelt esteem and 
affection, is presented, as the contemplated Inscrip- 
tion to her memory. 


“ Farewell fond heart, till that momentous hour, 

When the imprison’d soul shall burst away, 

And meet thee in some sweet celestial bow’r, 

Enwrapt in splendor of eternal day.” 

In France, Nov. 6, the Duke de Noailles, Peer of 
France, and father-in-law to General La Fayette, 
aged 85. fa ; 
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